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Why Oakland?   

I worked in a very similar population in Baltimore, Maryland. 
When I had the opportunity to come to California, I jumped at 
it. I love the Bay, I've been here before. I've lived in North Bay. 
The reason I want to stay in Oakland is because I found that the 
population here is exactly the population that I want to work 
with. I enjoy my job very much and the students are the best 
part about being a teacher in Oakland.  

Describe your job in 2 to 3 sentences. 

A lot of what I do is teacher support, but also compliance. So I 
look at my job as being pretty much two different roles. A big 
piece now is going through caseloads and making sure that 
every student's Individualized Education Program (IEP) is 
compliant. I'm also working with teachers who need support 
around instruction, behavior management, and writing 
equitable IEP's. 

Favorite thing about your job?   

My favorite thing about my job is when I see an IEP team come together and we create a really good plan, a really solid 
plan, and then I watch that plan become implemented in the classroom and I watch the student succeed.  

Advice for new Special Education teachers and staff?   

The most important thing is organization. As a first-year Special Education teacher, or even in my role as a Program 
Specialist, what's helped me the most is keeping an up-to-date calendar as well as being sure that my appointments are 
being met. 

What do you look for in a candidate when you assist with interviews? 

What I'm looking for is someone that has a positive attitude, who is willing to grow, and who accepts feedback.  

What can people do in and around Oakland? 

I think for Oakland, the sky's the limit. There is a lake downtown; its three miles diameter—if you're a runner. If you're a 
hiker you have the Oakland hills. You have miles and miles and miles of parks. If you like San Francisco, it's a BART stop 
away from West Oakland. I'm a musician and there's plenty of places to play. 
 
  

We work for Oakland’s Children–  

I Am Oakland Unified! 


